[The new law concerning the prevention of infectious diseases and medical care for patients of infections].
A new law concerning the prevention of infectious diseases and medical care for patients with infectious diseases was enacted on Oct 2, 1998 and became effective on April 1, 1999. In the new infection control law, all infectious diseases are included as the targets of national epidemiological surveillance and are classified into new categories 1 through 4, depending on their contagiousness and severity. Under this new law, the national epidemiological surveillance of infectious diseases is defined as one of the main objects. This new law also specified the provision of a medical care supply system including assigned hospitals and medical fees.